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You’re familiar (aren’t you?) with the image of 
the church as a body with many members. You 
can find such an image in 1 Cor. 12:27 as St. 
Paul writes:

“ Now you are the body of Christ and  
individually members of it.”

Where do you fit in the Body of Christ, whose 
mission it is to make sure that the Good News 
of salvation is shared? Are you a foot, ear, 
eye or nose? Are you one of those “presentable” parts that Paul 
writes about, or are you one of the “unpresentable” parts? Most 
people would not care to look at a human liver, but all people 
need one. A heart is not exactly a beauty to look at either —  
it’s not really very “valentine-ey.” But don’t try to get along 
without one.

You’ve noticed in the church that cer-
tain people are front and center in their 
service — folks like pastors and con-
gregational presidents, LWML group 
presidents, great singers who perform 
solos. But so much is also done by folks 
in the background. They’re hardly ever 
noticed — a secretary, a snow shovel-
er, a Sunday school assistant, a meal 
deliverer, a banner maker, the older 
member who encourages a younger one 
(or a younger member who encourages 
an older one). 

Where are you in the Body of Christ? 
You are a part of it, through faith in 
Him. And that’s really a miracle, you 
know. You haven’t done a thing to earn 
this status, this membership in the 
Body of Christ, this being a child of 
God. God has done the work to make 
this happen, sending His Son Jesus to 
be your Savior and giving you His Spirit 
to call you to faith through the hearing 
of the Gospel, making you a member of 
His Body, the church. 

How are we to work together in the 
Body of Christ?
First of all, in unity. There are many 
parts, says Paul, yet one body (v. 20). 
In the human body many parts work 
together for the good of the whole. 
Imagine the havoc if your two feet 
suddenly headed in opposite directions 
or your muscles refused to obey your 
brain’s commands. Just as two feet 
walking in opposite directions would 
incapacitate the body, so disunity in the 

Connected and
working together

Volunteers of 
Faith Lutheran 
Church, Sioux 
Falls, serve 
lunch at the 
Bishop Dudley  
Hospitality 
House home-
less shelter  
in Sioux Falls 
in 2017.
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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 
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church makes it harder for the Body of 
Christ to carry out Christ’s work. 

And so we ask our Lord, the Head of the 
church: “Lord Jesus, unite everyone in 
our congregation in the love your Holy 
Spirit creates. Then energize us to carry 
out Your work.”

How are we to work as the Body of 
Christ? In unity, yes, but also with coop-
eration, which is like the oil that makes 
the whole assembly run smooth and with 
minimal friction. 

The healthy human body is a miracle 
of cooperation. Acids in the stomach 
digest our food, the intestines extract the 
nutrients from it, and our blood carries 
the nutrients to every working cell in our 
body. What a picture of interdependence 
and cooperation. God intends us to co-
operate in such a way that our unity and 
harmony shine. 

Each of us works together for the good 
of all! What happens in the church when 
members don’t cooperate? Sometimes 
individuals walk off a project, intimidat-
ed by a do-it-my-way-or-else attitude of 
someone else. Sometimes tempers flare 
and feelings are hurt. As long as we live 
in the church on earth, we’ll have plenty 
to forgive in one another. And we’ll have 
plenty of reasons to treasure the pardon 
our Savior earned for us on His cross. 
Trusting God’s declaration of forgive-
ness, we come to center our cooperation 
not only on working with others, but on 
working for Christ. We aim at achiev-
ing His purposes, not our own. In that 
climate, unity and care flourish.

How are we to work as the Body of 
Christ? 
In unity and cooperation, yes, but also 
with respect.

Paul said it this way: 
“ The parts of the body that seem to 
be weaker are indispensable, and on 
those parts of the body that we think 
are less honorable we bestow the 
greater honor.” — vs. 22-23

Every part of the human body is import-
ant and has a purpose. So does every 

a kind word, a casserole, a 
meaningful Bible verse. As 
Jesus served, so we serve. In 
sorrow, we comfort; in times 
of joy, we rejoice. How priv-
ileged we are to bring God’s 
own love and care to those 
whose lives touch ours!

Isn’t it a wonder that our 
God uses us in this kind of 
service, as members of the 
Body of Christ? Because He 
is the Almighty God of the 
universe, it’s safe to say that 
Jesus doesn’t really need 
you and me. He’s almighty 
after all! But by His grace 
and bountiful love, He 
wants you and He has called 
you into His mission and 
ministry. Jesus loves you 
and He wants you to bring 
others His love. And so we 
pray: “Lord Jesus, guide us 
and teach us how we can 
best be a part of your body. 
Open our eyes of faith and 
our ears to your instruction 

and our hearts to your love for us and for 
all people everywhere. Amen.”

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer

person in the church. Many 
people prefer to be away 
from the limelight. Who 
provides praise for the one 
who keeps paper towels on 
supply in the church kitch-
en? No one, until that one 
day when the roll is empty. 
Every job is important. 
Every person is important. 
Thank them for the job they 
do, whether an up-front job 
(like your pastor does) or 
the behind-the-scenes job. 
And whether or not other 
members notice what you 
do, your Lord sees it and He 
smiles on you!

Finally, how are we to work 
as the Body of Christ? In 
unity and cooperation and 
with respect, yes, but also 
with care. Paul wrote:

“ If one member suffers, 
all suffer together; if one 
member is honored, all 
rejoice together.” — v. 26 

Just as your entire body 
aches when a bone breaks or a fever 
strikes, so we commiserate when a fellow 
believer in Christ is in pain. We share 
tough times, illnesses, despair. We bring 

The members of Blessed 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Brandon, shared their 
blessings in the form of a 
186-pound gift of food and 
household products to the 
Brandon Food Pantry. From 
left, Tami Broekemeier of 
Blessed Redeemer makes 
a delivery to Linda Weber, 
founder and director of the 
food pantry. Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow!

The season  
  of giving

Ö
“As Jesus 

served, so 
we serve. In 
sorrow, we 
comfort; in 

times of joy, 
we rejoice. 

How privileged 
we are to bring 
God’s own love 

and care to 
those whose 
lives touch 

ours!”

Ö
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DECLINED
▶  Rev. Daniel Grimmer, pastor of Zion, 

Mitchell, declined the call of pastor to 
Ebenezer, Leslie, Mo., Nov. 3; and to St. 
Paul, Spearfish, Dec. 20. 

PENDING
▶  Rev. Darren Olson, executive secretary, 

South Dakota District, received a bi-voca-
tional call of pastor to Risen Savior, Tea, 
Dec. 1.

▶  Derek Bult, principal, Lutheran High 
School of Sioux Falls; received a call as 

Call  
Information

Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the April issue is  
Feb. 15. 

principal from Sheboygan Area Lutheran 
High School, Sheboygan, Wis., Dec. 16; 
and as principal from St. John Lutheran 
School, Mayville, Wis., Dec. 16.

VACANCIES 
▶  Brandon, Blessed Redeemer (associate)

▶  Centerville/Hurley, First English/Zion
▶  Corona/Wilmot, Trinity/Our Savior’s
▶  Hill City/Custer, Our Savior’s/Our  

Redeemer
▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland, Immanuel/St. Paul
▶  Onida/Blunt/Harrold, Holy Cross/Trinity/ 

Immanuel
▶  Sioux Falls, Faith (associate)
▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (associate)
▶  Spearfish, St. Paul
▶  Tea, Risen Savior

On Nov 24, the teenagers of Mount Olive, 
Watertown, worked on a float for the 
Watertown Lighted Parade, which is held 
every year the day after Thanksgiving. 
This is the fifth year that the Mount Olive 
youth have participated, which included 
handing out candy canes along the route.

On Monday, Nov. 25, the teens and a few 
others packed more than 500 bags for 
the PACH program (People Against Child 
Hunger). The bags are distributed weekly 
to various Codington County schools.

Well done,  
faithful servants!
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“I love you” is 
used to show 
affection to your 
spouse, children, 
grandchildren, 
parents and 
friends. Have you 
ever said them 
before hanging up 
the phone, only 
to wish he or she 
would do some-
thing different or act differently? 

In February we hear “love” a lot because 
of Valentine’s Day. If someone gives us 
a gift, we feel we “should” give them 
one in return, and we feel guilty if we 
don’t have a gift for them at the time we 
receive theirs. It’s easy to love someone 
when they treat you well or do all the 
right things. 

Jesus showed a different kind of love to 
us, one that does not expect something 
in return:

“ But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.”  
— Rom. 5:8 (NIV) 

On Feb. 26, we will begin the season of 
Lent with Ash Wednesday. Many of us 
will leave church that night with a cross 
of ashes on our forehead, and after 
hearing, “remember you are dust, and 

A different kind of love

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

to dust you shall return.” These ashes 
can signify how our sins have died with 
Christ on the cross in the “fire” of His 
death. In Christ, who is the Resurrec-
tion and the Life, we rise “from the 
ashes” with new life — forgiven and 
free to follow in the ways of our God by 
the power of His Holy Spirit. 

It is humbling to know that Jesus loves 
me and died for me so that I can live in 
eternity with Him. 

“ See what great love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! And that is 
what we are!” — 1 John 3:1 NIV

He won’t take His love away from me — 
no matter what I do or don’t do. That 
frees me to show His love to others. I 
do this by letting my service be motivat-
ed by God’s love for me.

District convention
I was once given a peacock 
feather and asked to 
balance it on my finger. It 
was a difficult task. When I 
was instructed to look at the eye of 
the feather and again try to balance it, 
I could do it! It was easy when I let my 
focus be on the eye and not on the task! 

“Set Your Eyes on Jesus” is the theme 
for our district convention, to be held 
May 29-30 at St. John’s, Yankton. Our 

With love from Lisa
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It seems just like yesterday that we gathered in Sioux Falls 
and selected 11 mission grants with a $50,000 budget to 
fund for this 2018-20 biennium. 

The Lord’s plan was a little different this biennium and 
changes were made to our mission grant selections. He has 
blessed our mite offerings to include 14 recipients to receive 
funding. With the biennium deadline of March 15 almost here, 
I encourage all not to wait to send in your mites. These Mighty 
Mites produce magnificent outcomes in proclaiming Christ’s 
saving message both at home and abroad. 

All funds need to be sent to Donna 
Harr, LWML district financial sec-
retary. Her address is 3528 S. Prairie 
Gardens Place, Sioux Falls, SD 57110. 
When sending in your mites, use the new Fi-
nancial Secretary Remittance form found at sdlwml.org. Click 
“LWML SD District Forms & Helps.” 

Please continue to pray and trust in God’s plan for all the mis-
sion projects of the LWML South Dakota District.

Ann Cruse • VP of Gospel Outreach

Mite deadline quickly approaching

theme verse and focus of the conven-
tion is “looking to Jesus, the founder 
and perfecter of our faith” (Heb. 
12:2a). We will be encouraged to focus 
our lives on Jesus by Debbie Larson, 
LWML president, and Rev. Brian Frie-
drich, the new president of Concordia 
University St. 
Paul. I trust 
you will 
save the 
date on your 
calendar. I hope to 
see you there!

As love is shown in 
many ways this month, 
my prayer for you is that 
Jesus’ love for you is the 
motivation for all that 
you do. “Set Your Eyes 
on Jesus” as you “Serve the Lord with 
Gladness” (Ps. 100:2).
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Presidents’ Day has been celebrated in some 
way, shape or form in this country since 
1800, originally in recognition of George 

Washington’s birthday on Feb. 22. Later it be-
came a day in which to honor the two most rec-
ognized presidents in U.S. history, Washington 
and Abraham Lincoln. Today Presidents’ Day 
celebrates all U.S. presidents, past and present.

Throughout the course of American history, 
some presidents have obviously been more hon-
orable than others. In today’s political climate, 
the upcoming presidential election later this 
year is cause for concern for many Americans. 
Republicans are terrified that the White House 
will be occupied by a Democrat, and Democrats are horrified that the 
White House will be occupied by a Republican.

The hope that we have as Christians is that, no matter who is in the 
White House, we have a ruler who reigns over all things. 

“ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.’ ” — John 18:36

Christ’s kingdom is ruled by forgiveness, grace and mercy. It is ruled 
by a King who wears a crown of thorns and reigns from the 
throne of a cross. By His blood, Jesus has made you His loyal 
subjects through faith in His forgiveness, life and salvation. 
These gifts give you peace — even in the midst of political 
turmoil and presidential unrest.

The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy:
“ First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may 
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every 
way.” — 1 Tim. 2:1-2

And to the Romans, he wrote:
“ Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there 
is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God.” — Rom. 13:1

Paul wrote these words at a time in which Christians were brutally 
persecuted by some of the most heinous, ungodly and terrible emper-
ors of the Roman Empire. 

Thankfully we don’t live under such horrific circumstances and have 
the religious liberty to worship Jesus and proclaim His truth. As 
Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, director of the Lutheran Center for Religious 
Liberty in Washington, D.C., reminded us during his Fall Christian 
Life Workshop presentation, no matter who the president is or if our 
religious freedoms are taken away, Christ our King makes us free to 
proclaim the truth of His kingdom.

Mitchell Zone 
report

Christ is King! It is hard to believe that my first year as zone 
president has come to a close. But what a won-
derful year it has been. The privilege of working 

with the women of the LWML, serving as our zone 
delegate at the national convention and participat-
ing in the preparation and implementation of the 
Lord’s work are among the countless blessings that 
our gracious Lord and Savior has bestowed upon 
me. It is amazing to experience the commitment of 
the women of the LWML! I have learned so much 
and, with the Lord’s blessing, will continue to learn 
throughout the upcoming year.

The Mitchell Zone has had a busy fall. In October, 
Zion, Delmont, hosted the Christian Life Workshop 
in which Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz presented “God at 
Work, Two Kingdoms — One Mission.” Pastor Seltz, 
former speaker of “The Lutheran Hour,” described 
his work at the Lutheran Center for Religious Liber-
ty in Washington, D.C., as “talking religious liberty 
for the sake of the mission of the church”.

Throughout the year, the Mitchell Zone worked dil-
igently to sew, collect and prepare items for the Pine 
Ridge and Rosebud reservations. These items were 
collected during the Fall Rally at Zion, Mitchell, and 

delivered to Rev. Andrew Utecht. The focus of 
the rally was “Living Faithfully in a Culture 

of Death.” The Witness of the Crosses was 
displayed on Zion’s property to repre-
sent the lives lost to abortion and, more 
importantly, as a testament of God’s 
grace, forgiveness and unconditional 
love to all. 

An informative message was given by Ly-
nette Auch, president of the Lutherans For 
Life (LFL) Board of Directors. A special of-
fering collected at the rally was presented 

to LFL. We installed two officers for the upcoming 
year and look forward to 2020. 

Heb. 12:1-3 has always been one of my favorite Bible 
passages. We are encouraged to continue the race 
while keeping our focus on Jesus. We know that 
there is much work to be done, but we also know 
that God will provide all that is necessary to accom-
plish His will. I consider it pure joy to be among 
God’s “great cloud of witnesses” and pray for His 
continued guidance in this new year.

“ Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? … Here 
I am! Send me.” — Is. 6:8

Julie Kaufman • Mitchell Zone President

Rev. Dr. Seltz

Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor
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Scenes from Christmas
Our Redeemer 
Lutheran 
Church, 
Sioux Falls, 
presented 
a Christmas 
concert on  
Dec. 14, 
with 270 in 
attendance.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Dakota Dunes, members 
decked the halls for Advent and Christmas.
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

REALLY? Are you really shocked by the 
legislation that was recently signed into 
law in New York, which allows infants 
to be aborted right up to the moment 
of birth? Are you really shocked by the 
Virginia governor’s comments that he’s 
perfectly fine with terminating the life of 
a child who has already been born? 

Are you really shocked that in Wash-
ington state, and many other places, 
there are three possible genders on birth 
certificates? Are you really shocked that 
seven states now allow physician-assist-
ed suicide and that another 21 states had 
legislation introduced in 2018 which 
would allow for this atrocity?

The theme for our 2019 LFL Regional 
Conferences and Life Sunday 2020 was 
“Did God Really Say?” You know the 
genesis of that phrase, but Satan has 
perfected the technique of asking that 
question without really asking that ques-
tion. And he knows how to patiently and 
methodically ask variations of that ques-
tion in order to make small incremental 
steps toward his goal.

Put yourself in the setting of “The Andy 
Griffith Show.” That series ended in 
1968, roughly 50 years ago. Do you 
think the people of Mayberry would 
have cheered if the mayor announced 
that mothers could kill their babies right 
up to the instant of their birth? Do you 
think that Aunt Bee would have consult-
ed with the town physician to take her 
own life if she had been diagnosed with 
a terminal illness? Do you think that 
Opie would have lobbied for the chance 
to indicate “X” as his gender on his ele-

mentary school registration forms?

I’m not at all saying that the people of 
the 1960s were without their vices — far 
from it. But do you ever look at the news 
today and ask yourself, “How did we get 
here?”

Satan is more wise and cunning than 
to make us take a giant leap toward im-
morality, so he breaks it down into more 
“manageable” increments by asking 
some form of “Did God really say?” Once 
society is comfortable with that step, 
he pushes our culture up another step, 

again by asking some variation of “Did 
God really say?”

“Did God really say?” becomes “Would 
God really want”:
▶  That child to be born if there’s a chance 

she might be disabled?” Translation: 
We’re smarter than God now that we 
have the technology to diagnose “ab-
normalities (albeit, not anywhere near 
perfectly).

▶  That young “man” to live unhappily 
trapped in a woman’s body? Now that 
we understand DNA, we can understand 
that “she” can’t help but want to be a 
man. Translation: Never mind that God 
created DNA and we’re the ones who 
are late figuring out what a miracle it 
is, we’re still smarter than God, and He 
made a mistake.

▶  Grandpa to suffer like that for weeks, 
months, or years? Let’s just ask the doc-
tor to help him die with dignity. Trans-
lation: We’re smarter than God because 
clearly no good can come from suffering.

Once those hurdles are cleared, Satan 
has plenty more ahead — and so it 
continues.

Did 
God 
really 
say? 

Essay contest 
reminder
The 2020 South Dakota Lutherans For 
Life Essay Contest, is open to sixth-
through 12th-grade students who are 
members of a South Dakota Lutheran 
church or attend a South Dakota Lu-
theran school. 

Rules and more information are avail-
able at lutheransforlifesd.org and in the 
January 2020 issue of this publication. 
Entries are due by April 1. Cash awards 
are $125 for first place and $75 for 
second place in each category (6th-8th 
grade and 9th-12th grade).

February prayers:

FOR MERCY
First Week: Pray for unwed moth-
ers, that the Lord provide them 
help with their unique challenges 
and that they faithfully fulfill 
their vocation as mother.

Second Week: Pray for 
unwed fathers, that the Lord 
provide them help with their unique chal-
lenges and that they faithfully fulfill their 
vocation as father.

Third Week: Pray for children who are 
separated from either father or mother, or 
both, that they be provided with the par-
ents they need.

Fourth Week: Pray for foster, orphaned, 
abandoned and all children without a  
father and mother, that the Heavenly  
Father support and provide them with 
their daily bread. 

By Rev. Scott Licht 
Lutherans For Life 
National Director

See LIFE, page 8
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But we — you and I, together — as Lutherans For Life have a 
never-changing, never-failing message of life to deliver to this 
deluded culture. God’s Word has answers to all of the questions 
that Satan has asked and will ever ask. By “equipping Luther-
ans to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life,” we — together — 
can be God’s instruments of light and hope in this dark world.

Please help us in this life-changing endeavor. When you look at 
the news and ask yourself, “How did we get here? … Isn’t there 
something that can be done?”, let me assure you that there is. 
When we all pool our resources — intellectual, physical, tem-
poral, spiritual and financial — we can reach the person who is 
tempted to heed Satan’s latest version of “Did God really say?”

And so I ask you for your prayers, your time and your energy 
to help in whatever way God has gifted you. Yes, your financial 
help, too. Together we all can equip those who are struggling 
— or who are helping those who are struggling.

Thank you and may God bless you.

Help us remind those who are struggling that the answer to 
Satan’s question, “Did God really say?” is a resounding “Lord, 
to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life”  
(John 6:68).

By Rev. Nabil Nour 
Pastor, Trinity, Hartford

Beloved in the Lord Jesus, you are 
invited to join me (on my 24th 
tour) — a native of Israel, born in 

Nazareth — on a “Journey to the Holy 
Land–Israel” for an experience of a 
lifetime.

We will depart from Chicago on Aug. 
24 and return on Sept. 5. On this jour-
ney, we will:

▶  Walk where Jesus walked, where 
every page of the Bible is seen in its 
original context alive. 

▶  Cruise the Sea of Galilee. 
▶  Climb the Mount of Olives and view 

the old city of Jerusalem.
▶  Visit Tabgha, scene of the Miracle of 

the Loaves and Fishes; the Mount of 
Beatitudes, site of the Sermon on the 
Mount and where Jesus chose His 12 
apostles.

Tour Israel with Pastor Nabil ▶  Walk the Via Dolorosa (Road of 
Suffering) to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher.

▶  Stroll in the Garden of Gethsemane.
▶  Visit Bethlehem and the Church of 

the Nativity.

What to expect 
During this 13-day tour, you will ex-
perience the sounds, smells and sights 
of two civilizations — the old and new. 
You will stand at the crossroads of 
history and feel the vibrant influence of 
how this land shapes all other lands.

We will do more than just visit sites. We 
will go off the beaten path and have per-
sonal and daily devotions. The Bible will 
be our map and guide. Experience the 
Holy Land, a place like no other. Please 
join me on this blessed adventure.

Contact me for more information:
•  Pastor Nabil Nour   

46448 263rd St. 
Hartford, SD 57033

• 605-526-3571 (office)
• 605-201-6998 (cell)
• preachermanfootwasher@gmail.com

St. James wrote:
“ Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the 
elders of the church, and let them pray over 
him…” — James 5:14

Many in South Dakota who need 
hospital care end up in one of 
the several hospitals in Sioux 
Falls. In cases where pastors 
cannot make the trip to Sioux 
Falls for a hospital visit, the 
South Dakota District sup-
ports Rev. Matthew Nix, an 
LCMS chaplain who will visit the 
patient on behalf of his or her 
pastor. 

When calling the chaplain, please provide him with as  
much information as possible, such as name, names of 
other family members with the patient, hospital and  
room number.

Contact Pastor Nix at 605-338-LCMS (5267).

Need a chaplain in Sioux Falls?
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Rev. Matthew Nix


